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    The summer months at Badarikashrama are always busy 
with children and parents visiting the ashrama day and night. 
July and August also include several festivals and events for 
everyone’s edification. 
     After Sri Durga Homa conducted by Brahmacharya Vishnu 
Chaitanya, on July 4th, American Independence Day, Radika 
Sivramakrishna, students and her mother, Visalam 
Sivaramakrishna treated everyone to a variety of Carnatic 
bhajans. Two senior students, Smitha Balaji and Pooja Kumar 
ably performed pieces to Rama, Ganesha, and Devi showing 
their mastery of the tals and exposure to  various.ragas. 
Radika and her mother Smt. Visalam then joined together to 
sing compositions of Dixshitar, Pundaradasa and others with a 
beautiful sweetness and devotional bhava.  
    The monthly Sri Satyanarayana Puja was held as well as the 
monthly Sri Sundarakand Ramayana which attracts a large 
following of faithful singers and appreciators of chanting of 
the Ramayana. Prof. Jagdish Srivastava spoke with insight on 
Srimad Bhagavad Gita on Chapter 5 discussing the concept 
that there is no conflict between science and Sanatana Dharma 
as Krishna elucidates that He does not interfere in the laws of 
nature. “The Lord creates for this world neither agency nor 
action nor the union with the fruit of actions;but nature acts” 
(14) Srivastava is giving  montly talks in Sunday Service.  
     The Meera Bai Music Festival held on the 19th was a 
highlight of the month. Organized yearly by Smt. Rita 
Sahai,vocalist,composer, and teacher, she began this festival 
with her students Manu,Vivek,Rajneesh,Sanjeev and Smitha 
with a variety of compositions.Several solos were performed 
showing their developing talents under Rita’s exceptional 
tutelage. An outstanding duet was offered by Rita and her 
senior student, Vivek singing “Neha Lagaaye Hogee Hari”.         
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Rita and her students were accompanied by Arshad Syed on 
tabla who was joined for the set by Gurudev. It made for a lively 
presentation. They were followed by Alka Bhatnagar and her 
students who sang a vandana of Ganesha, on Krishna, Govinda 
Jai, Gopala Jai, followed by Meera bhajans. After mahaprasad 
the afternoon began with Neha Raol, a newcomer to 
Badarikashrama, who sang very beautifully joined by her 
daughter Amrutha Raol. They were accompanied by an 
exceptional tablist named Balaji . Kalpagam Koushik then sang 
a number of soulful bhajans. A surprise for the afternoon was 
one of her American students, a jazz bass player by profession, 
Burton Winn, who pleased everyone with his knowledge of both 
Hindustani and Carnatic music and his able performance of  
several Meera bhajans. 
     Suman and Sargam Shah, performers at Badarikashrama 
since its inception  gave a well received performance joined on 
tabla by Balaji. Then everyone joined on stage with Rita Sahai 
for a rousing finale with Rita singing a composition by her guru, 
the late Ali Akbar Khan to Meerabai’s PagaGhungaru. It was a 
beautiful conclusion and fitting tribute to a great master and the 
tremendous spiritual personality of Meerabai. 
     The last Sunday in July was a special event with the guest 
speaker by Pujya Sri Prem Siddarth organized by members of 
Arsha Vidya Vahini. On tour from Hyderabad Prem Siddarth 
extrapolated on “Spirituality in Daily Life”, giving practical 
examples of how Hindus lifestyle keeps them connected to the 
Divine if the person practices what has been passed on from   
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their background. Peace of mind comes he said from the 
practice of values,rituals performed with proper intent and 
understanding, worship,introspection and initially sankalpa or 

resolution to keep spiritual practices. In the late afternoon, 
the Oddisi Dance students were treated to a workshop by  
Rahul Acharya on a world tour from Jagannath Temple, 
showing the students many refined movements of the dance. 
     August was also a very busy month at Badarikashrama. 
Following  the monthly Sri Sundarakananda Ramayana 
recitation and Sri Satyanarayana Puja the ashrama had  
spirited Sri Krishna Janmastami  Celebrations. The evening 
began with bhajans by Sunita Rai and students. Sixteen 
students sang singly and together Krishna bhajans. 
Vishal,Kishore,Anisha,Angali Anita, Vaneesha, Deepak, and 
others showed their exposure to various ragas and tals.Sunita 
also sang several well received solos. She was accompanied 
by a young tablist of exceptional promise, Shashank Patel, 
who has been coming to the ashrama since he was 2 or 3 
years of age. They were followed by Suman and Sargam 
Shah who sang Surdas bhajans and other compositions on Sri 
Krishna. Their lively performance encourged everyone to 
join in and sing Krishna’s glories. 
     A surprise for the month was a concert by the renowed 
vocalist Pandit Vidyadhar Vyas. An exponent of Gwaliar 
Ghanrana, Pandit Vyasji, the current Executive Director of 
ITC Sangeet Research Academy in Kolkata, is the receipient 
of many awards and is an exceptional teacher and composer 
as well as being a vocalist of astounding caliber. He thrilled 
many lovers of classical music for two and a half hours 
opening his performance with Raj Bimpalasi, followed by 
Nand with 2 bandishes, and other bhajans in the Paluskar 
Parampara style of singing. His concluding bhajan was in 
Malkoush with a popular bhajan by Meerabai.The ashrama 
was honored to have such a renowed artist. He was ably 
accompanied by Ravi Gutala on tabla and Vivek Dattar on 
harmonium an also well known and accomplised duo.   
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Ganesha Chaturti on the following Sunday, 23rd also had a 
talented artist in Krishnapriya Kashyap who sang with an 
intense devotional bhava pieces on Krishna,Ganesha, and the 
Divine Mother, several composed by herself. Her tabla   
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  DATED MATERIAL 

BADARIKASHRAMA 
15602 Maubert Avenue 
San Leandro, CA 94578 

Tel (510) 278 2444 

BALASAMS KARA KENDRA  
Classes for children are held every Sunday at 
10.30AM. Bay area parents who want to actively 
participate in the cultural and spiritual education of 
their children conceived the school. The curriculum 
includes Hindi classes, Sanskrit Mantras, and 
explanations of puja, rituals, symbolism of Gods and 
Goddesses and Indian festivals. Story telling 
familiarizes our children to our ancient culture and 
epics. Children find it a lot of fun and look forward to 
every session. We encourage all of you to bring 
your children from the ages of 5 to 15, to our school. 
Please call ashrama staff for more information or 
Anita Bajaj at 510-553-1123. As always, the school 
is free and everyone is welcome. 
 -------------------------------------------------------- 

INDIA CENTER 
Our Indian center is located in Madihalli, which is 
about 75 miles west of Bangalore. It is located in 
rolling hills, surrounded by fruit groves and many 
other trees. Over the last 23 years the ashrama has 
flourished and covers a lush 60 acres with abundant 
facilities for the comfort of our residents and guests. 
Since January 1997, Swami Mangalananda has 
been working in Madihalli for the growth of the 
ashrama. The ashrama serves the surrounding 
community with education, health and humanitarian 
needs. We sincerely hope that you will take the 
opportunity to visit our ashrama during your next 
visit to India. 
 

Badarikashrama 
Madihalli P.O. 

Turuvekere Tq., Tumkur Dt. 
Karnataka 572 227 

 
Madihalli Office 81393-22142 
Mobile 94802-06298 
Bangalore Office 080-23227292 

 
Email India badarik@sify.com 
Email USA badarik@pacbell.net 

 
www.badarikashrama.org  

 
--------------------------------------------------------  

 
Daily Schedule at San Leandro 

 
Temple is open between the hours of 7-1PM and 4-8PM 
Puja is conducted thrice daily at 7AM, 12PM and 6.30PM 
 
Every Monday 6:30 PM Sri Siva Puja & Aarti 
Every Tuesday 6:30 PM Sri Durga Puja & Aarti 
Every Full Moon Day Sri Satyanarayana Puja & Katha 
Every Sunday 11 AM Sunday Service with special functions 

See Calendar for Special Events 

September,
2009 

  

Sun. 6th 
   Sat.  12th 

11 a.m. 
    2:30 p.m.  

Sri Bhagavad Gita,Prof. Jagdish Srivastava 
Sri Sundarakhanda Ramayana 

    Sun. 13th 11 am Sri Ramanama Sankirtan & Meditation 
Run/Walk 

at 
Shoreline  
Park  9 a.m 

Mountain View,Registration www.active.com  
 Run/walk for Madihalli school. Join us. 

Sat. 19th  to Sun. 27th NAVARATRI  (see schedule below) 

Mon. 28th 6:30 p.m. to  
8:30 p.m. 

Sri Vijaya Dashami Homa,arati,mahaprasad 

Oct.,2009   

Sat. 3rd 2:30 p.m. Sri Sundarakanda Ramayana 

Sun. 4th 10:30 a.m. MAHATMA GANDHI PEACE PRAYER DAY 

 Sun. 11th 11: 00 am Sri Ramanama Sankirtan & Meditation 

 Sun. 18th  2:30 p.m. Mahalakshmi Homa,Puja,Music,childrens prog. 

   Sun. 25th 11:00 a.m. Sri Bhagavad Gita,Prof. Jagdish Srivastava 

   Nov. Sun                 
1st. 

 11:00 a.m. Sri Satyanarayana Puja & Kirtan 
 

   

CALENDAR  
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accompaniment,Surjeet Bawa, was also up to the mark and 
followed her with ease and aplomb.Krishnapriya’s bhajans were 
followed by our Seema Chakraborthy’s Oddisi dancers 
performing Mangala Charanam and pieces on Ganesha. 
Bidisha,Shivani,Mekhala, Ashmi, and Dipshikha danced with 
poise and grace and ended with Das Avatar illustating 
dramatically  through dance the ten avataras of Narayana.Sri 
Ganesha Puja was conducted by our Brahmacharyi Vishnu 
Chaitanya accompanied by Varun,Padmini and Neil, our 
BalaSamshara Kendra young people. The auspicious worship of 
Ganesha ended with arati and mahaprasad lovingly served by our 
devotees. 
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Sri Swami Omkaranandaji arrived in Bangalore on the 27th of 
June and then proceeded to the Madihalli ashrama. July 7th 
GuruPurnima was celebrated with Sri Satyanarayana Puja 
preceeded by school parents meeting. From July 10th to the 26th 
the Jnanavahini programme from Ramakrishna Ashrama , 
Mysore was conducted. Under the leadership of Srimat Swami 
Veereshanandaji Maharaj, he and Swamiji visited schools in 
GoniTumkur,Dabbegatta,Hulikal,Alladahalli,Tandaga, 
Nonavinakere, and Kodigehalli. Each day processions were held, 
speeches,videos, and public meetings were part of the events. In 
the evening movies were shown about Swami 
Vivekananda,Ramakrishna and Sarada Devi in the villages and at 
our ashrama in Madihalli. As things are here the whole village 
participated along with the schools.  
      At the end of July into early August  Swamiji and our 
devotees visited surrounding villages for Akshaya Patra 
collecting rice and coconuts to feed the rising school population 
and staff of our ashrama. On August 5th Sri Satyanarayana Puja 
was held. August 13th Sri Krishna Janmastami was observed with 
some 40 children dressed up as Radha and Krishna thrilling the 
parents and audience. Keertan and puja was held until midnight 
with aarthi and prasad. Swamiji conducted the puja assisted by 
our Brahmachari Krishna Chaitanya.  On Independence Day 
observances were held at the school with children wearing 
costumes and doing skits about the founding fathers of Bharata. 
Ganesh Chaturti was also observed with morning homa and 
Ganapathi puja. The school children all brought Ganapathi and 
Gowri murthies which were worshipped and later immersed in 
water. 
     On Sunday,August 30th the Inauguration of the 
Badarikashrama-Pratham Computer Learning Centre was held. 
The project was envisioned and sponsored in conjunction with 
Pratham by Dinesh and Aruna Goradia of Fremont. It was 
inaugurated by Justice Sri H.N.Nagamohan Das,High Court of 
Karnatka, President ,Sri M.K. Shankarlinge Gowda,Sec.Transport 
Dept., Govt. of Karnataka,Chief Guest, Dr. Woody P. 
Krishna,Hon. Secretary Sheshadripuram Educational Trust, 
Bangalore. Omkaranandaji remarked that the Centre will benefit 
all the local children in high school,puc, and middle school, 
especially the hostel students at the ashrama and other children 
living in and around  the ashrama. All Trustees attended and 
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Dabbegatta  
High School, 
Jnanavahini  
Programme 


