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November began with Sri Satyanarayana Puja and kirtan 
in Sunday Service and continued with the monthly Sri 
Sundarakanda Ramayana, Sri Ramanama Meditation 
and kirtan, Sri Lalitha Sahasranama Puja and Kirtan, and 
Sri Rudrabhisheka. These monthly functions give 
devotees opportunities to worship the Divine 
Consciousness in a variety of ways.  The main focus of 
November was of course the annual Thanksgiving 
Dinner and Concert. This year we had a spectacular 
concert by Shubhangi Sakhalkar, a well known 
Hindustani vocalist. She began her afternoon 
presentation by spotlighting one of her senior students 
Seema Gupta who sang a kayal and chota kayal with 
grace and feeling showing her dedication to classical 
vocals, and her ability to absorb the teachings of her 
guru.  Following this demonstration of her talent as a 
teacher, Shubangi proceeded to charm everyone with her 
delicate yet forceful voice in several brilliant 
compositions  showing her mastery of ragas especially 
one piece in the Rag Kamaj.  She ended her 
performance with a popular Marathi bhajan “Tirth 
Vitthal Shetra Vithal” requested by Swamiji. Her 
rapport with the audience was credible and everyone 
was immersed in her kayal and bandishes for several 
hours.  After the concert mahaprasad was served 
featuring international cuisine which was enjoyed by 
several hundred devotees. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thankgiving Concert by Shubangi Sakhalkar,students,Shripad 
Torvi,tabla & Prashant Phatak,harmonium 

January  – February , 2010 
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 Dec. 6th, Samuhika Satyanarayana Puja, Swamiji, Rita Sahai, Bajaj 
Family 

   November came to a fitting close with the celebration of 
Gita Jayanti with an insightful talk by Prof. Jagesh 
Srivastava remarking on the universal relevance of the 
Gita as the sacred book of Hindus.  Suman and Sargam 
Shah also offered bhajans to the delight of all. 
  December was a month filled with a number of 
exceptional functions.  It began with the annual Samuhika 
Sri Satyanarayana Swami Puja always lovingly and 
devotedly conducted by Omkaranandaji. The event was 
inaugurated by kirtan by the youngest students of Smt. 
Rita Sahai who sang with unusual aplomb and dignity 
showing the influence of their teacher’s love, patience, 
and teaching methods.  This sweetness was followed by 
the group worship of Narayana, the mandir overflowing 
with devotees who arrived all during the morning. 
Mahaprasad was distributed by Ragu and Pramila Gupta. 
A video was shown to the devotees explaining the 
developments in the Madihalli center especially 
highlighting the school building construction. 
Mangalananda urged all to participate in these efforts in 
rural development.  On the 20th, Sunday, another fine 
function “Sri Sarada Devi Jayanti” was hjeld.  It began 
with a marvelous offering of Carnatic Sahitya Sangeeta by 
the students of Latha Sriram’s Sri Lalitha Gana Vidyalaya. 
Forty of her students gave homage to Ganesh, and 
Hanuman rendering Hanuman Chalisa. The students’ 
dedication and talent was very obvious with all their 
parents supporting them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lata Sriram, students, Mangalananda,Vedaprana,Virajaprana,Dec. 20th 

The next performance featured vocal recitals by her son,  
Siddarth and her daughter, Pallavi who gave solo 
presentations of exceptional caliber.  Lata then joined her 
children singing several compositions and a well known 
piece by Tyagaraja with ecstatic response from all in the 
audience.  The recital closed with a sloka to Sri Sarada 
Devi by all of the students keeping all spell bound. 
Nagaraj Mandya on violin, and Karthik Gopalaratnam 
ably provided the perfect accompaniment to the 
morning’s musical masterpieces. The guest speaker for 
the Sri Sarada Devi Jayanti was Pravarjika Virajaprana 
from the Vedanta Society in San Francisco talking on 
“Mother’s Simple Way to God”. Sarada Devi, she 
remarked, gives us a simple solution to the ailments in 
this complicated world. She shows us that kindness, 
forbearance, patience, and sincerity are part of her natural 
approach to God. Her transparent clarity goes straight to 
our hearts.  Virajaprana’s scholarly, well-received talk 
was followed by arati and mahaprasad provided by 
Bharati Kalayan and the parents of Lata Sriram’s 
students.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           Christmas, Srikant Chary, Akliesh Sista, Kartik Goplaratnam 
 

December’s holiday functions ended with the annual 
Christmas concert and dinner.  This year, as has become a 
tradition, Srikanth Chary graced our mandir with a 
stupendous veena concert.  Srikanth was accompanied by 
one of his senior students Akliesh Sista. On mridangam 
was Karthik Gopalaratnam who had displayed his 
considerable talents a few days earlier. A teacher is 
known by his prominent students and Akliesh showed 
clearly Srikanth’s genius as a guru and his perfectionism 
in teaching and performing.  Rendering pieces by Lalgudi 
Jayaraman, Tyagaraja, Dixsitar, Kanakadasa and others, 
the trio showed their depth as musicians and the 
extraordinary ability of Carnatic music to remain relevant 
and engrossing with its focus on the sacred and profound. 
Mangalananda talked about our Madihalli ashrama’s 
efforts in rural development and Swamiji talked about the 
message of Jesus. 
After the concert a royal feast was served to everyone 
with Indian dishes from North and South and traditional 
vegetarian holiday food from other countries. 
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   November at Madihalli began with Karnataka 
Rajyotsava Day. After the raising of the flag and the 
singing of the State’s anthem a volleyball match was 
conducted by the hostel students. Winners received prizes 
and sweets were distributed. The following day was the 
monthly Sri Satyanarayana Puja on poornima with over 
100 people attending. Furniture useful for the school and 
office was donated by Sri Sharadamma, Bangalore, and 
distributed, where needed.  On the 5th Kanaka Jayanti was 
celebrated, bhajans were led by Principal, Smt. Jyothi 
Dixit and sweets distributed to the students.  
   A dental camp for the school children was sponsored by 
the Vijayanagar Rotary Club organized by Trustees, Prof. 
Shivaraj and Dayanananda Sagar.  A group of 14 doctors 
examined all the children and instructed them in dental 
care. Those with dental problems were advised to go to 
Tumkur for treatment.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kindergarten class, Madihalli 
 

A Children’s Day function was held at the school with the 
Principal educating everyone about the significance of the 
day.  Several days later an NSS (National Service 
Scheme) camp was held with over 100 students 
participating in cleaning up the garden at the ashrama.  
The students were served lunch by the ashrama staff.  
     At the end of November, a Gowyatra visited the 
ashrama  marching against the slaughter of cows. 
     December began with a special pooja done by 
Brhamachari Krishna Maharaj in the name of Sri 
Venkatramana Rao whose family sponsored the lunch and 
sweets for the day for the students and staff.  On the 5th the 
members of the  Raithara Sanga of Tumkur district held a 
meeting at the ashrama to discuss the problems of farmers. 
The farmers were called upon to discontinue the usage of 
insecticides and fertilizers. The farmers appreciated that 
such a fine ashrama existed in Tumkur.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Procession of students with Swamiji 
 
The farmers visited the school and later served the 
lunch. In mid December the birth anniversary of 
Sandeep Shankarlingegowda, after whom our hostel 
was named, was celebrated with puja and prayers at 
the hostel building. A cake was provided by our 
devotee and contractor Sreenivasa. Shri 
Akkammahadevi Seva Samkiti of Bangalore also 
visited the ashrama and offered prayers and bhajans in 
the mandir.  
     On the 27th and 29th Dr. Radha Simhadri from 
Australia visited the ashrama to do follow-up care on 
the children that she has previously fitted with hearing 
aids, provided at no cost.  She also did education for 
the parents in how to increase the verbal 
communication of their children, as well as school and 
social adjustment.  
     Swami Omkaranandaji, on tour from our California 
ashrama came to Madihalli on the 30th. He was 
accompanied by American devotee Stephen Donnelly. 
Also Anita and Mukesh Bajaj, devotees at our San 
Leandro center accompanied Swamiji to Madihalli to 
see the work going on there.  Swamiji will return to 
California in March, 2010. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Hostel students doing seva at the Ashrama 
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January, 2010   
Fri. 1st 10:30 a.m. New Years Day Ganesha Puja.  Music 

by Roopa Shastry, vocals, violin,mridangam 
Sat. 2nd 2:30 p.m. Sri Sundarkand Ramayana of Sri 

Tulasidas Gowswami 
Sun. 3rd 11:00 a.m. Sri Satyanarayana Puja & Katha 

Sun. 10th 11:00 a.m. Sri Ramanama Sankirtan & Meditation 
Thurs. 14th 10:00 a.m. Makara Sankranti, Sri Rudrabhisheka (Siva 

Puja) 
Sun. 17th 2:30 p.m. Sri Swami Vivekananda Jayanti  

Music by Hema Sista & students of 
Sangitalaya School of Music. 
Talk by Srimat Swami Vedhanandaji 
Maharaj, Vedanta Society,San Francisco 

Sun. 24th 11:00 a.m. Music. Talk on Bhagavad Gita by 
Prof. Jagdesh Srivastava 

Sun. 31st 11:00 a.m. Sri Satyanarayana Puja & Katha 

February, 2010   
Sat. 6th 2:30 p.m. Sri Sundarakanda Ramayana 

Sun. 7th 10:30 a.m. Sri Haridasa Day Teachers, students 
of Bay Area music schools. 

Fri. 12th 6:30 p.m. Mahashivaratri Puja 
Maharudrabhisheka, music, kirtan 
Midnight puja & Aarati 

Sun.14th 11:00 a.m. Sri Ramanama Sankirtan & Meditation 

Sun. 21st 11:00 a.m 
 

Talk on Bhagavad Gita by 
Prof. Jadgesh Srivastava 

Sun. 28th 11:00 a.m. Satyanarayana Puja & Katha, poornima 
March, 2010    

Sat. 6th 2:30 p.m. Sri Sundarakanda Ramayana 

Sun. 7th 11:00 a.m Sri Ramanama Sankirtan & Meditation 
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  DATED MATERIAL 

BADARIKASHRAMA 
15602 Maubert Avenue 
San Leandro, CA 94578 

Tel (510) 278 2444 

BALASAMSKARA KENDRA  
Classes for children are held every Sunday at 
10.30a.m. Bay area parents who want to 
actively participate in the cultural and spiritual 
education of their children conceived the 
school. The curriculum includes Hindi 
classes, Sanskrit Mantras, and explanations 
of puja, rituals, symbolism of Gods and 
Goddesses and Indian festivals. Story telling 
familiarizes our children to our ancient culture 
and epics. Children find it a lot of fun and 
look forward to every session. We encourage 
all of you to bring your children from the ages 
of 5 to 15, to our school. Please call ashrama 
staff for more information or Anita Bajaj at 
510-553-1123. As always, the school is free 
and everyone is welcome. 
 -------------------------------------------------------- 

INDIA CENTER 
Our Indian center is located in Madihalli, 
which is about 75 miles west of Bangalore. It 
is located in rolling hills, surrounded by fruit 
groves and many other trees. Over the last 
23 years the ashrama has flourished and 
covers a lush 60 acres with abundant 
facilities for the comfort of our residents and 
guests. Since January 1997, Swami 
Mangalananda has been working in Madihalli 
for the growth of the ashrama. The ashrama 
serves the surrounding community with 
education, health and humanitarian needs. 
We sincerely hope that you will take the 
opportunity to visit our ashrama during your 
next visit to India. 
 

Badarikashrama 
Madihalli P.O. 

Turuvekere Tq., Tumkur Dt. 
Karnataka 572 227 

 
Madihalli Office 8139 -322142,287571 
Mobile 9741246418 
Bangalore Office 080-23227292 

 
Email India badarik@sify.com 
Email USA badarik@pacbell.net 

 
www.badarikashrama.org  

 
------------------------------------------------------

- Daily Schedule at San Leandro 
 
Temple is open between the hours of 7-1p.m. and 4-8p.m. 
Puja is conducted thrice daily at 7a.m.,12 p.m.& 6.30p.m. 
Every Monday 6:30 p.m. Sri Siva Puja & Aarti 
Every Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Sri Durga Puja & Aarti 
Every Full Moon Day Sri Satyanarayana Puja & Katha 
Every Sunday 10:30 a.m. Balasamskara Kendra 

CALENDAR  


