
                                                               
Na Ma Bhakta Pranashyati 

My Devotee Never Perishes 

Arise ! Awake ! Stop not, till the goal is reached.Arise ! Awake ! Stop not, till the goal is reached.   

SeptemberSeptember——OctoberOctober   
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Om Namo Narayana Om Namo Narayana 

"Gandhiji with Lord Patrick Lawrence (sic), Secretary of State, leaving after 

interview on April 18, 1946."  

      

To me political power is not an end but one of the means of enabling 

people to better their condition in every department of life. Political pow-

er means capacity to regulate national life through national representa-

tives. If  national life becomes so perfect as to become self-regulated, o 

representation becomes necessary. There is then a state of enlightened 

anarchy. In such a state everyone is his or her own ruler. He or she rules 

themselves in such a manner that he or she is never a hindrance to his or 

her neighbor. 

     In the ideal State, therefore, there is no political power because there 

is no State. But the ideal is never fully realized in life. Hence, the classical 

statement of Thoreau that government is best which governs the least. 

     It is my firm conviction that if the State suppressed capitalism by vio-

lence, it will be caught in the coils of violence itself, and fail to develop 

non-violence at any time. The State represents violence in a concentrated 

and organized form. The individual has a soul, but  as the State  is a soul-

less machine, it can never be weaned from violence to which it owes its 

very existence. Hence, I prefer the doctrine of trusteeship. The Mind of 

Mahatma Gandhi    pp. 134-135.  Navajivan Publishing House Ahmeda-

bad. 

Badarikashrama Diary 

     July and August are months filled with activities and 
numerous devotees visiting the temple  throughout 
the week . Shravana Masa (month in Hindu calendar) 
brought many to worship Siva during our weekly  Ru-
drabisheka on Mondays and the rest of the week as 
well. Sri Durga was worshipped on American Inde-
pendence Day  with  Sri Durga Homa. Gurupurnima 
was celebrated with Sri Guru Vandana to Sri Rama-
krishna Paramahamsa and Sri Satyanarayana Swami 
Puja and Kirtan on the 15th. The following Saturday, 
the monthly Sri Mata Ki Chowki  was observed . The 
monthly event  brings many devotees to sing the 
praises of the Divine Mother. This month’s function 
was held in the memory of  Vidya Sagar Datta, on his 
hundredth birthday. Another popular group worship 
was held on the  23rd with the singing of the Sri 
Akhanda Ramayana of Tulasidas Goswami filling the 
mandira with the glories of Sri Rama,Sita,Hanuman 
and the whole cast of characters.   The Akanda Rama-
yana was sponsored by Asha  and Rajneesh Tyagi.  
     The singing of Sri Sundarakanda Ramayana opened 
August month at the ashrama continuing the worship 
of Rama and filling the devotees hearts and voices 
with devotion and the awareness of the message of  
Tulasidas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Devotees at the monthly MataKi Chowki 



herself on the harmonium.   
     Nachiketa Yakkundi  then came to the altar with 
his  young son Rochan and Vikas on  the tabla. Na-
chiketa accompanied his son on the harmonium 
while he sang several bandishes  to the enjoyment of 
everyone. Rochan , included a PurandaraDasa com-
position on Krishna the famous Karunisu. Hailing 
from Darwad, Karnataka, Nachiketa usually sings 
some Carnatic compositions  rendered in the style of 
the  Kirana Gharana which he has imparted to his 
son. Rochan sang with a firm, clear, confident, voice 
showing his obvious potential to become a first class 
singer.  Nachiketa then sang several marvelous com-

positions on Krishna accompanied by his wife, Mona, 
on the harmonium. He concluded with a piece he 
learned from the late Kashinath Bodas when he was 
here on tour a number of years back. Yakkundi’s 
voice created a magical environment leaving one in a 
blissful state. Vikas ably accompanied them showing  
himself to be a senior student of Arshad Syed.  
     Ilora Jha then continued in this devotional atmos-
phere with pieces by Mira Bai,Surdas, and Brah-
mananda. Accompanying herself on the harmonium 
she was joined by Pradosh Sarkar on tabla, and her 
senior student, Nairita  Saha. Sarkar  never fails in his 
talent and joy in playing , as does Ilora Jha. For the 
final bhajans before the midnight puja Suman and 
Sargam Shah encouraged all to join them in well 
known bhajans on Krishna. The Shahs have tradition-
ally been part of Krishna Janmastami for the past 27 
years.  Vishnu Chaitanya then performed the Krishna 
puja followed by aarati and everyone pulling the 
string for Balakrishna’s lala or cradle.  The cradle re-
mained on the altar for the rest of the week. 

Nikhil Pandey, Prakash Ashwini, Gopa Raha 

Shravana Masa, continuing until the middle of August , 
brought more devotees to do puja during this auspi-
cious month filled with fasting and prayers.  

     Sri Varamahalakshmi Puja and Kirtan and Mrityunja-
ya Homa (Sri Rudra Havan) were also part of the 
month’s observances with devotees praying for peace, 
health, and prosperity. In the absence of Omka-
ranandaji,  Vishnu Chaitanya has been devotedly and 
ably performing all the rituals to everyone’s delight. 
     The highlight and most anticipated worship in these 
two summer months was undoubtedly the Sri Krishna 
Janmastami Celebration observed on  the 21st, Sunday. 
It began with the pure and sweet voice of Gopa Raha. 
an instructor at ,and one of the founders of Sangeetan-
jali ,in Fremont. She sang a number of beautiful compo-
sitions , one of Surdas bhajans with music composed by 
LaxmiShankar-”Hey Govinda—Hey Gopala”, several 
pieces in Bengali, and ended with a Kabir bhajan.Her 
grace and deeply felt performance was fully appreciat-
ed by the growing audience. She was accompanied by 
the subtle hands of Nikhil Pandey,on tabla also an in-
structor at Sangeetanjali. Smt. Raha accompanied  

Vikas, Rochan  Yakkundi, Nachiketa Yakkundi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pradosh Sarkar,Ilora Jha,Nairita Saha,Krishna,Suman & Sargam 



Events @ Madihalli 

     On July 15th,Friday, Gurupoornima was grandly 
observed  at our Madihalli ashrama. Swamiji conduct-
ed Sri Satyanarayana Swami Pooja with all the 
Vidyashala teachers, children, and parents gathered 
in the Prathana Mandira. Swamiji led the kirtan, told 

the story of Sri Ramakrishna and the meaning of 
Gurupoornima. The Vidyashala teachers sang bhajans 
and after aarati prasada was distributed to the chil-
dren. In the evening teachers, hostel students and 
ashrama inmates and devotees  participated in Sri 
Ramakrishna Aaratrikam, kirtan and satsanga, taking 
the blessings of Omkaranandaji 
     The Jhanavahini Programme in conjunction with  
Ramakrishnamath Mysore ,was also conducted for 
rural high school students and teachers to promote  
Swami Vivekananda’s ideas about education,national 
spirit, ethics and morality. The Jnanavahini Bus load-
ed with panels,video and audio programmes visited 
the high schools in Lokammanahalli,Nehru Vidyashala 
High School, Byalahalli Gate,Sri  Huttusiddeshwara 
High School in Madihalli, Champaka High School in 
Sampige, Samyuktha PUC, Hullekere,and Govern-
ment High School, Anchihalli,  taking 6 days. In each 
village a procession from the village to the school was 
conducted. Srimat Swami Veereshanandaji Maharaj 

and Swami Omkarananda addressed the students about 
the spiritual,cultural, and educational principals of Swa-
mi Vivekananda   
     On Sunday, August 7th, a parent–teachers’ meeting 
was held with Omkaranandaji,S.B.M. Ramakrishna,Jyothi 
Dixit, Principal, and two parents as guests. The meeting 
was anchored by teacher Srinivas M., with welcome 
speech by Rekha. Swamiji talked to the parents about 
the values of education and the part parents play. The 
parents positively responding with many good ideas.  Sri 
Krishna Janmastami  was celebrated in a fine fashion 
with children from LKG and up, dressed as Krish-
na ,Radha, and  Gopis filling up the Prartana Mandira. 
The children performed Krishna bhajans and a variety of  

dances. Smt. Jyothi Dixit sang many Krishna bhajans. 
Swamiji told the story of Krishna and aarati was conduct-
ed at  9:30 pm with pooja continuing until 12:30 am  
with prasada distribution.  
     In July and August, Swamiji was a chief guest at tem-
ple inauguration in Aremallenahalli and Donkihalli. He 
also visited Mysore and Bangalore. Omkaranandaji is 
seeing the tremendous work done here in Madihalli by 
many devotees. He is concentrating on organizing all the 
programmes effectively and looking for youngsters to 
come and join. He encourages everyone to come and 
see the work being done and participate in the growth of 
the ashrama that is serving so many people, young and 
old ,in this rural area of Karnataka. 

 

 

Jhana Vahini,teachers,Veereshanandaji,Omkaranandaji 

Students at Krishna Janmastami in costume in all photos following 
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Sept.,2011   

 Thur. 1st 7:00 pm Sri Ganesh  Puja & Kirtan 

Sat. 3rd 2:30 pm Sri Sundarakhanda Ramayana  of Tulasidas Goswami 

Sun. 4th 2:30 pm Sri Ganesha Homa Puja ,Music  & Dance * 

Sun. 11th  11:00 am Sri Satyanarayana Swami Puja & Kirtan 

Sun. 18th 11:00 am Guest Speaker : Ariosto Coelho  * (see enclosed flier) 

Sun. 25th 11:00 am Sri Ramanama Sankirtana & Meditation 

Wed. 28th  To  Thurs. , Oct. 6th  Navaratri Celebrations* (see below) 

Oct. , 2011    

Sat. 1st 8:00 pm Mataki Chowki 

Tues. 4th 8:00 pm Astami Puja & Garba* 

Thurs. 6th 6:00 pm VijayaDasami  Celebration Homa & Garba* 

Sat. 8th 2:30 pm Sri Sundarakhanda Ramayana of Tulasidas Gowswami 

Sun. 9th 11:00 am Sri Satyanaryana Swami Puja & Kirtan 

Sat. 15th 10:00 am Second Annual Flea Market * 

Sun. 16th 1:00 pm Mahatma Gandhi Peace Prayer Day * 

Sun. 23rd 11:00 am Sri Ramanama Sankirtana & Meditation 

Wed. 26th 7:30 pm Deepavali Sri Lakshmi Puja & Kirtan 

Sun. 30th 2:30 pm Deepavali Celebration-Sri Lakshmi Homa & Music * 

Nov., 2011   

Sat. 5th 2:30 pm Sri Sundarakhanada Ramayana of  Goswami Tulsidas 

Sun. 6th 11:00 am Sri Satyanarayana Swami Puja & Kirtan 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

CALENDAR 

Sept. 4th,2011 Sunday  2:30 pm Sri Ganesha Homa 
Odissi Dance by Mekhala Hoskote,Bharatanatyam by 

Students of  Kalanjali, Dances of India , bhajans by Kalpagam Kowsik 

Sept. 18th,2011 ,Sunday,11:00 am   Ariosto Coelho,Ph.D.  

“Mandalas in Harmony, integral artist, spiritual leader,Psychotherapist,author,  

Coelho’s mandalas will be on display 

Aug. 28th , Wed. to Thurs. Oct. 6, 2011  

Navatarti Celebrations        (see enclosed flier) 

Daily Schedule:   5:30 am - 7:30 am Sri Durga Saptasati Patha 

10:30 am Sri Durga Homa  7:30 pm Sri Lalitha Sahasranama Puja & Kirtan 

Oct. 4th, Tues.   8:00 pm Astami Puja & Garba   

Oct. 6th, Thurs. 6:00 pm  VijayaDasami    Homa & Garba 

Oct. 15th, Sat. 10:00 pm Second Annual Flea Market (donations 

accepted until Oct. 10th (no clothes)—benefit for Madihalli  Vidyashala 

Oct. 16th, 1:00 pm Mahatma Gandhi Peace Prayer Day 

Peace March, Guest Speakers, Jes Richardson, Asha Sharma,performance 

of  Vasundara “Ode to Mother Earth by Rita Sahai 

Oct. 30th, Sun. 2:30 pm Deepavali Celebration, Sri Lakshmi 

Homa & Concert by Smt. Shubhangi Sakalkhar 

BALASAMSKARA KENDRA 

Classes for children are held every Sunday at 10:30  
am.Bay Area parents who want to actively partici-
pate in the cultural and  spiritual education  of their 
children  conceived the school. The curriculum 
includes Hindi classes, Sanskrit Mantras, and expla-
nations of puja,rituals,symbolism of Gods and God-
desses and Indian festivals. Story telling familiarizes 
our children with our ancient culture and epics. 
Children find it a lot of fun and look forward to eve-
ry session. We encourage all of you to bring your 
children from the ages of 5—15 to our school. 
Please call the ashrama staff for more information 
or Anita Bajaj at 510-553-1123.  The school if free 
and everyone is welcome. 
 

INDIA CENTER 
Our Indian center is located in Madihalli, which is 
about 75 miles west of Bangalore. It is located in 
rolling hills, surrounded by fruit orchards and other 
trees. Over the last 25 years the ashrama has flour-
ished and covers  a lush 60 acres with abundant 
facilities for the comfort of our residents and 
guests. The ashrama serves the surrounding com-
munity with a school, health and humanitarian 
needs. Swamiji has been spending time to build up 
our vidyashala and increase the facilities. He sin-
cerely hopes that you will  take the opportunity to 
visit our ashrama during your next visit to India. 

 

Badarikashrama 

 
Madihalli P.O. 

Turuvekere Tq., Tumkur Dt. 
Karnataka 572 227 

Madihalli Office 08139287571 
Mobile 9741246418 
Bangalore Office 080-23227292 
 
Email India badarik@sify.com 
Email USA badarik@pacbell.net 

 
www.badarikashrama.org 

 

 

Daily Schedule at San Leandro 
 

Temple is open between the hours of 7-1PM and 4-8PM 
Puja is conducted thrice daily at 7AM, 12PM and 6.30PM 

 
Every Monday 6:30 PM Sri Siva Puja & Aarti 

Every Tuesday 6:30 PM Sri Durga Puja & Aarti 
Every Full Moon Day Sri Satyanarayana Puja & Katha 

Every Sunday 10:30 am  BalaSamskara Kendra 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

mailto:badarik@sify.com
mailto:badarik@pacbell.net
http://www.badarikashrama.org

