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Badarikashrama associates special significance with the 

months of May and June of each year, as the anniversary  

of the founding of the Ashrama is celebrated during this 

period, each year. 

In San Leandro, the 24
th
 Anniversary was celebrated 

on May 17
th
 and 18

th
, with a two-day activity-packed 

event.  The first day began with Swamiji welcoming the 

devotees and praying to the Almighty to bless the 

families and those present.  Swamiji briefly walked back 

on memory lane, reminding those present of the 

accomplishments over past nearly two-and-a-half 

decades, and thanking all present for their patronage and 

devotion.  The cultural programs for the first day 

commenced with a music concert by Lata Sriram and 

students from the Lalitagana Mandir in the Bay Area.  

Lata and her students rendered several compositions of 

the great masters, singing praises of the Lord, each piece 

delivered to classical melody.  This truly memorable 

performance by the group was rewarded with a 

resounding applause from the audience.  This event was 

followed by an Odissi dance performance by students of 

Sima Chakraborty.  Sima has been a long standing 

devotee of the ashrama, and has been imparting Odissi 

lessons to pupils within the ashrama facilities, as well as 

at other parts of the Bay Area.  As always, the students 

performed with grace and as sense of fluidity, drawing 

appreciative notes from the audience.  Following this, 

pupils from the Balsamskara Kendra performed a few 

skits, enacting from the short stories frequently 

recounted by Sri Ramakrishna to children during his 

time.   The well-rehearsed performance was appreciated 

by all, and is recognized as a testimony of the tireless 

efforts put into the Balsamskara Kendra by the volunteer 

parents.   

 
(Sri 108 Samuhika Satyanarayana Puja officiated during the 24th 

Anniversary Celebrations) 
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Na Me Bhakta Pranashyati 
 

My Devotee Never Perishes 

 Om Namo Narayanaya  BADARIKASHRAMA DIARY  

 

 

Teachings Lord Krishna 
 

 

ñFix your mind on Me, be devoted to Me, offer service to Me, bow 
down to Me, and you shall certainly reach Me.  I promise you, 

because you are very dear to Me.ò 
 

ñThere has never been a time when you and I have not existed, nor 
will there be a time when we will cease to exist.  As the same person 
inhabits the body through childhood, youth, and old age, so, too at 

the time of death, he attains another body.  The wise are not 
deluded by these changes.ò 

 
ñBetter indeed is knowledge than mechanical practice.  Better than 
knowledge is meditation.  But better still is surrender of attachment 

to results, because there follows immediate peace.ò 
 

ñDwelling on sense-objects, one develops attachment for them; from 
attachment springs desire, and from desire (unfulfilled) ensues 

anger.  From anger arises infatuation; from infatuation, confusion of 
memory; from confusion of memory, loss of reason; and from loss of 

reason one goes to complete ruin.ò 
 

From the Bhagavad Gita 
.ò 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arise!  Awake!  Stop not, till the goal is reached 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(Vocal Recital by Students of Lata Sriram) 

Following the lunch break, the program continued with a 

Hindustani Concert performance by Pt. Shyamrao 

Kulkarni.  Pt. Shyam Rao Kulakarni, is a prominent Bay 

Area artiste, known for his in-depth research into rare 

ragas, and is renowned for his collection of over 1,000 

compositions in rare ragas in his repertoire.  The audience 

got a brief taste of this extensive knowledge when he sang 

a few compositions of the great masters, all rendered to 

classical perfection.  The audience rewarded Pt. Kulkarni 

with hearty applause!  Subsequent to these cultural events, 

Swamiji conducted the aarti and puja, after which the 

devotees partook of prasad.  

The second day of the Anniversary Celebrations began 

with a Kirtan Recital by students of Rita Sahai.  Ritaôs 

students performed several kirtans, singing praise of the 

Lord. As always, Ritaôs recital was superlatively 

melodious, keeping the audience in rapture.   

 
(Hindustani Music Recital by Pt. Shyamrao Kulkarni) 

After the Kirtan, Swamiji officiated the Samuhika 

Satyanarayan Puja, followed by Katha.   Several 

devotees and their families participated in the Puja and 

received the Lordôs blessings.  Members of the working 

committee presented the Annual Report for the previous 

year, highlighting the events organized during the past 

year, as well as the accomplishments over the same period 

at San Leandro and Madihalli.  After the Aarti, the 

devotees partook of the Mahaprasad. 

Sri Ramanuja and Sri Shankaracharya Jayanti 

celebrations were held on May 11
th
.  On this day, Prof. 

Jagadish Srivastava gave a talk on the life and works of 

Sri Ramanuja, and Sri. Dilip Rao gave a talk on the life 

and works of Sri Shankaracharya. 

On June 29
th
, Suman and Sargam Shah, long time 

devotees of the Ashrama and renowned classical 

musicians, kirtankars and spiritual speakers, gave a talk 

on ñSwami Vivekananda for the Young Generationò. 

Events at Madihalli:  Anticipating the opening of the 

Badarikashrama Vidyashala pre-primary school and the 

free hostel for boys, application forms were being 

received from April 2008.  Some 60 applicants were 

considered for admission into the initial batch.  Several 

more applications still are in the process of being 

received, with parents determined to keep their children 

in the ñwaiting listò, until additional capacity for the 

school is developed and established.   

 
(Odissi Dance Performance by Students of Sima Chakraborty) 

This clearly is reflective of level of interest that the local 

community has in the school, and one more shining 

example of the significance, relevance and recognition of 

Badarikashramaôs yeoman efforts in social uplift. 

On June 16
th
, prior to the official opening of the school, a 

ceremony and program were held with participation by 

the students, their parents, devotees, well-wishers, the 

Education Committee and the Trustees.  A homa was 

conducted to Sri Ramakrishna by Srimat Swami 

Tyagiswaranandaji Maharaj , Ramakrishna Math, Ulsoor, 

Bangalore.  School principal Jyoti Dixit discussed the 

rules and regulations of the school.   

(Ribbon-cutting: Inauguration of the Badarikashrama Vidyashala) 


