Arise ! Awake ! Stop not, till the goal is reached.

June , 2022
Om Namo Narayanaya
Na Me Bhakta Pranashyati

Sandesha
My Devotee Never Perishes

Badarikashrama Diary

The thrilling story of Sri Hanumanji’s leap to Lanka to find
Mother Sita is eloquently written in the Sri Sundarakand
Ramayana which was recited by Ashrama devotees on
Sunday, June 5th . Heros such as Hanumanji remind us of
the courage and strength that is within us, manifesting
through selfless service and unflinching devotion to the
Lord.

Who is the Guru?
Sri Ramakrishna was asked, “Is a guru necessary?
Who is the guru?” He explained, “God—
Satchidananda—is the guru. Human gurus are the
conduits of this supreme Source.” Swami Satprakashananda, former head of the St. Louis Vedanta
center, had a conflict from whom he should take
initiation—Swami Brahmananda or Holy Mother,
Sri Sarada Devi. Each one told him to go to the
other. Finally he went to Swami Shivananda who
said, “It is the same water (meaning the power
conveyed from the supreme Guru). Rainwater has
fallen from the roof. It is coming out through the
mouth of the tiger and the mouth of the lion.
There is no distinction between the two.” We are
only the conduits, the channel through which the
guru power flows. If one’s guru is evolved, the result will be better. The power of the mantra will
be more. Your faith will be more. Your power,
mantra power, and the guru power all combined
give the results. Mantra power is increased if you
have faith, and it increases even more if the
teacher has faith.

The Badarikashrama Next Generation project is underway. We recently completed our first fundraiser event on
June 12th with the world Premier screening of “Mayaangi,
a Dance Theater Production”. To commence the program, students of Smt. Anu Suresh sang beautiful

Opening Prayers by Students of Smt. Anu Suresh

Carnatic Sangeet prayers. Hari Ramachandran, the lead
organizer and the sponsor for the event, welcomed everyone. An intro-video showcased the call-to-action, the
desire to expand Badarikashrama, San Leandro, to a new
location.

In this pre-recorded message, Swami Omkarananan-

young girl in an Indian kingdom in times gone by,

daJi, VishnumayanandaJi and NarayanaJi expressed

learning from the saints, poets, warriors of the past

the challenges faced at our current location, of limited

which gave her, Mayaangi, the strength and wisdom

parking and capacity-constraints during larger

she needed to be the next leader of the royal family.
The script was simple yet filled with depth, the dance
was elegant, the music invoked intense emotion and
the cast rendered a well-rehearsed and fluid act. The
audience was deeply touched by the performance. It is
still available for viewing online on youtube using the
keyword “Mayaangi”

We thank all those who volunteered. Our goal is to
raise $100K by the end of Sept. and we are nearly halfway there! We welcome your support. Please share
the news with your family and friends about our Next
Generation Project. All the information is on our website www.badarikashrama.org.
A monthly full moon Sri Satyanarayana puja was con-

ducted on Tues, June 14th at 7pm with many families
in attendance. This group worship strengthens one’s
Dheerasena - Character in “Mayangi”

prayers and devotion.

functions and encouraged all to support this expansion
project. Our volunteers wanted those present in the
mandir to have the best immersive experience, for
which they provisioned professional grade projection

and screening equipment, with an 8-foot screen. With
the help of Samir Arora, an expert on professional audio-visual services, we were able to provide the patrons with a cinematic experience.
The world-premier of Mayaangi, choreographed by
Chandana Haricharan and Hari Ramachandran directors of Laya Nritya Dance Academy, was simultaneous-

ly stream-cast to a global audience. The theme of the
dance recital story was a journey of self-discovery by a
In memory of Suman Shah 1942-2022

Our dear friend, Suman Shah, a life-long supporter of
Badarikashrama passed away on May 8th, 2022. He
and his wife Sargam Shah were instrumental in helping Swami Omkaranandaji establish Badarikashrama in
the Bay Area.

The concluding program of June was a Sri Bhagavad
Gita Panel discussion held on Sunday, June 26th, led
by Subita Sudershan and her friends Yogita and Anita.
The discussion brought clarity on how to build a
meaningful life on the pillars of renunciation and devotion. Sri Ramakrishna said by repeating the word
Geeta
again
and
again
one
hears
“Tyagi” (Renunciation), which is the essence of Sri
Krishna’s teachings. May Sriman Narayana bless you
all with health, happiness, and prosperity. We look
forward to seeing you during our upcoming programs.

Sargam Shah addressing family and friends

Since 1984 they have been singing Bhajan and Kirtan
in the ashrama as well as giving talks on Indian philosophy and spirituality. During his memorial service on

June 19th, family and friends poured out their hearts
with warm memories. His loving nature, intelligence

Santoor performance by Arshad Syed
Guru of Suman Shah

Guru Purnima Celebrations

and devotion to God was appreciated by one and all.

Sunday, July 10th

Along with being a Sadhaka, Suman was a professor of

10:30 am— Vishnu Sahasranama Chanting &
Bhajans followed by Sri Satyanarayana Puja

Mathematics at the University of Berkeley. He balanced his life in service and devotion. Sumon and Sargam were inseparable and their memories of singing

kirtan will live on forever. We pray Sumon’s Soul rests
in eternal peace at the lotus feet of Divine Mother.

Wednesday, July 13th
6 pm– Guru Puja of Sri Ramakrishna followed by
Sri Satyanarayana Puja

July, 2022

Timings

Sun. 10th

10 am

Guru Purnima Celebration—Sri Satyanarayana Puja

Wed. 13th

6 pm

Purnima Sri Satyanarayana Puja & Guru Puja

Sun. 17th

11 am

Sri Ramanama Sankirtana & Meditation

Sun. 24th

11 am

Sri Bhagavad Gita Panel Discussion

Sun. 31st

10:30 am

Mrityunjaya Homa (Sravana Masa)

Aug. 2022

Timings

Fri. 5th

7 pm

Sri Vara Mahalakshmi Puja

Sun. 7th

11 am

Sri Satyanarayana Puja, Kirtan by Sargam Shah

Thurs. 11th

7 om

Full Moon Sri Satyanarayana Puja (Raksha Bhandan)

Upcoming Programs

Upcoming Programs

9:30 am- 11:30 am Sri Gayatri Japa

Sun. 14th

11:30 am 1 pm

Fri. 19th

Sri Gayatri Homa

6pm to 12 Midnight Sri Krishna Janmashtami Celebration

Sun. 21st

11 am

Satsang with Swami Vinayakandaji Maharaj from India

Sun. 28th

11 am

Sri Bhagavad Gita Panel Discussion

Daily Mandir Schedule

Special classes

Daily 7:30am to 12 noon and 5 pm to 7:30 pm
Thursdays: Closed

8– 9:15 am Hatha Yoga Class
(Every Sat & Sunday)

Evening Aarati & Bhajans: 6:30pm – 7.30pm

9:30 am: Odissi Dance Class (Every Sat.)

Every Monday 6:30 pm : Sri Rudra Ahisheka and Aarati

Visit our website for more details.

Every Tues. 6:30 pm: Sri Durga Aarati

Email: badarik@pacbell.net website: www.badarikashrama.org

